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reported the results of a series of very careful chemical
analyses, undertaken with a view to ascertaining the

quantity and the manner of the appearance of the hydro-
chloric acid in the stomach in digestion. He stated that it is
secreted in the stomach, uncombined, immediately on the
entry of the food. Professor A. ’J&auml;nkel of Berlin spoke
on cancer of the costal pleura. Dr. Hoppe-Seyler of Kiel
reported his investigations of the fermenting processes in
the stomach, and of the gases developed by them under
various conditions. Professor Unverrichb of Dorpat dis-
cussed the manner of the occurrence of Cheyne-Stokes
breathing under the influence of various poisons and morbid
processes, and explained it as a symptom of cerebral col-
lapse. The following three speakers treated of tuberculosis
in connexion with the comparatively small number of cases
in proportion to the enormous opportunities of infection, and
arrived at the conclusion that far more people were infected
than was known. In the greater number of cases the
tubercle bacilli were rendered either permanently or tempo-
rarily harmless by the resistance of the tissues of the
body. In the latter case they remained in the body as
latent foci, which become active when the resisting power
of the body diminished. Dr. Spengler of Davos reported
the results of the treatment of pulmonary phthisis with
tuberculin and tuberculocidin (tuberculin purified by
Klebs) combined. Dr. Cornet of Berlin drew attention to
mixed infections in pulmonary tuberculosis, and main-
tained that the dangerous feverish conditions which
set in with rapid decay of the lung tissue in the course
of otherwise slow pulmonary tuberculosis were not due to
the tubercle bacillus alone, but to other bactetia also-
streptococci, staphylococci, &c. The first speaker on the
23rd was Dr. Mannaberg. His discourse was on the subject
of malaria, and he maintained that the semilunar micro.
organism appearingin malignant cases were neither products
of degeneration nor a definite species of disease germs, but
cyst-formations produced by the fusion of two or four of
the young micro-organisms in the red blood-discs, and
generating new ones by sporulation. The Congress was
closed by the chairman, Professor Kurschmann. Next
year’s Congress will meet at Wiesbaden.
HArlin Ma.v:,r(i.

BIRMINGHAM.
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

The General Hospital.
THE election of a physician to fill the vacancy caused by

the resignation of Dr. W. F. Wade took place on the
4th inst. The election committee consists of the committee
of the hospital, plus fif ry others chosen by ballot from the
general body of subscribers. Eighty-two attended the
meeting, which resulted in the election of Dr. T. S. Wilson.
The numbers were : Dr. Wilson, 54; Dr. Foxwell, 16;
and Dr. Short, 12.

Annucil Meetings.
The present time of the year is the one usually chosen

for the annual mesdngs of various hospitals in the city.
The annual meeting of the governors of the Skin and

Lock Hospital tcok place on April 29h, under the
presidency of Captain Grice Hutchinson. The report showed
that the new cases treated during the past year (3692) had
been more numerous than in any previous year. The
attendances of patients numbered 24,832; the in-patient
department had received 56 skin and 21 lock patients, and
their average stay had been 42 days. The treasurer’s
statement showed a surplus of ;E915J increased from X626 at
the end of 1890.
The annual meeting of the Ear and Throat Hospital

was held on May 2nd, Lord Leigh in the chair. The
forty-seventh report showed that the number of new
cases was 1872-eighteen more than in 1890-the total
number of cases registered for the year being 4117.
The registration fees paid by the patients, upon which the
hospital depends chiefly for its support, were 2249 in number,
and produced the sum of X393 lls. 6d. The total numbsr
of attendances of out-patients was 13,031, and 109 cases
were admitted as in-patients. The management account
showed that the total receipts amounted to 8163. 4d.,
and that there was a balance-in hand of JE28 4s. 5d,
At the Lyii3g-in Charity the annual meeting took place on

April 27th. The chair was taken by Mr. J. D. Goodman.

During the past year therehad been twodeathsof mobhersoub-
of741patient.-. The average number of deaths during the last
ten years had been 1 in 400. The assistance of the honorary-
surgeon was called in twenty-one times. The number of
children born alive was 725, and there were twelve deaths
of children. The financial condition of the charity was.
recorded to be satisfactory, there being E’8 in hand. The
work is all extern, and done by midwives, who call upon the
honorary surgeons in cases of difficulty.
The twenty-third annual meeting of the Midland Counties

Idiot Asylum was held at Worcester on April 30th, the
Mayor of Worcester being in the chair. The total number
of patients resident during the year was 52; 3 had died,
2 were removed, and 7 new cases were admitted. The.
financial position was stated to be satisfactory, as there
was no debt. The total income for the year amounted
to ael777 15s. ld and the gross expenditure, including.
depreciation of buildings and furniture, was .E1753 12s. 7d.
Special thanks were given to Lord Leigh, the president,
for the constant interest he had taken in the welfare of
the institution.

Deaths oj Cyclists.
A young man aged nineteen suddenly expired while riding

on a bicycle. Immediately before he remarked that he felt
better that day than he had ever done. He had previously
partaken of some " lemon and a dash." The doctor at the
inquest expressed the opinion that death was due to violent
exertion, particularly after taking a cold drink when the
body was heated. In such a case it would have been of
importance if a post-mortem examination had been made,
and the cause of death accurately ascertained. So many
young men exert themselves violently on the bicycle tha6
the warning thus afforded would probably have acted as a.
guide to them ia the pursuit of this pastime.
Birmingham, May 4th.

NORTHERN COUNTIES NOTES.

(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

Proposed Medical Officer for Durham County.
AT the last meeting of the Durham County Council the

committee brought up a report recommending the appoint-
ment of a medical officer of health at a salary of f:500 a
year, with reasonable travelling expenses in addition, and
that he should also hoid a qualification in public health,
reside in Durham, and devote his whole time to the duties
of his office. The report was adopted, with the addition
that the age should be limited to between twenty-five and
forty-five years.

, Lunacy in the County of Durham.
Dr. Smith, medical superintendent of the Durham County

Asylum at Sedgefield, in his thirty-third annual report,,
staes that up to December, 1891, 8116 patients, of whom
4346 were men and 3770 women, were admitted. Of
these, 1416 men and 1116 women recovered, being at the
rate of 32 per cent. men, and 44’3 per cent. women. Dr.
Smith observes, as to these very large statistics, that the
percentages of recoveries appear too small or less favour-
able than ought to be exhibited. The deaths give a total
of 2827. A large number of patients, owing to want of
accommodation, had to be transferred to and from other
asylums. Dr. Smith says that the figures show broadly
that a larger number of men than women die insane. This,
he thinks, is almost entirely owing to the fact that a very
large number of men labour under severe organic disease
of the nervous system from hard living. He thinks
that there is no increase in the spread of lunacy, and in
support cites the following figures of the new or recent.
cases admitted, which were in 1860-61 1 in 3460 of popula-
tion ; 1870-71, 1 in 3480; 1880-81, 1 in 3309; 1890-91"
1 in 3452.

Fatality to a Westmoreland Coroner.
Mr. Thomas Wilson, Mayor of Appleby and coroner for

the east and west wards of Westmoreland, was on Friday
last killed by being thrown from his horse at Sedburgh,
where he was on a visit.

Sunderland.

During the past week the sum of f500 has been given to
the Snnderland Infirmary and &pound; 100 to the Monkwearmouth
and Southwick Hospital under the will of the late Mr.
R T. Wilkinson of Sunderland. During the last few weelae



1056

the export trade of Sunderland has been rapidly declining,
owing to the strike, in the matter of coal from thousands to
hundreds of tons ; but for the week ending last Thursday
matters reached their worst, when not a single ton of coal
was exported, an occurrence which is probably unparalleled
in the history of the port. The annual report of the
Northumberland and Durham Miners’ Permanent Relief
Fund has been issued, in which it is stated that there have
tteen 167 deaths from accidents, which is nearly 1’5 per 1000
members, being a small increase on that of last year.
Eleven of those on the Permanent Relief Fund amongst the
deaths had been receiving relief for some years. It states
that the present benefits cannot be kept up unless the pay-
ments are increased, and that no amount of care of the
fund can make a sovereign worth more than twenty
shillings. It is, moreover, unsatisfactory to learn from the
same report that the present strike in the county of Durham
is costing the fund about &pound;2400 per fortnight.

Eston, Middlesbrougla.
Reference was made at the last meeting of the Eston

local board to the high mortalitv lately prevalent in the
district, which the medical officer, Dr. Malcomson, attributed
to the outbreak of measles in the disbrict, to counteract
which measures were being taken to close the schools in
the aflected district. Dr. Barry, it was reported, had
:approved of the proposed sanatorium, subject to a few
alterations which had been suggested by him.

Dr. H. E. Armstrong on Infectious Diseases.
Dr. H. E. Armstrong gave a lecture on Saturday last (in

<continuation of the course) on " Infectious Diseases." There
was a crowded audience. Mr. Alderman Winter, the chair-
man of the City Health Committee, presided. Dr. Arm-
strong dwelt very fully on the media by which infectious
- diseases might be conveyed. Of all foods he thought milk
was the most subtle and most at fault in spreading infectious
diseases. He also spoke of other modes of infection-viz.,
air, water, clothing, and direct contact.

Charitable and other Bequests.
Mrs. Mary Robinson, widow, late of Cockermoutb,

amongst other charitable bequests, left &pound;100 each to the
Carlisle Infirmary and the Carlisle Dispensary. - Miss
Emily Sarah Wilson, late of Dalham Tower, whose
will has been proved atCarlisle, lefb, amongst other charitable
bequests, &pound;100 to the Royal Asylum of Sh. Ann’s Society,
Redhill, Surrey.-The late Dr. Carlyle of Carlisle, whoseh
will has been proved at Carlisle, the gross personalty being
under .E9000, left his collection of specimens of fungi to
the Royal Herbarium Museum at Kew, and some works
on fangi to the Carlisle Corporation Museum which is to
be shortly formed. -It is freely rumoured in this city that the
late Dr. Heath left a large sum of money for a specific
purpose in connexion with the Newcastle College of Medi-
cine of the University of Durham.

Newcastle-on-Tyne, May 4th.

SCOTLAND.

(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

The Sanitary Condition of Peterhead. .

AT a meeting of the Peterhead section of the Buchan
Field Club recently Dr. Middleton delivered a lecture on
Bacteria and Epidemics, in the course of which he referred
to the apathy towards sanitation evinced in Peterhead. He
thought Peterhead had a share of epidemics rather above
the average, for which there were several reasons. Some of
the houses were a disgrace to civilisation. There were
dens of squalor, dirb, and misery, all retarding the health
of the community. Again, in the summer fishing
season they had a large increase in the population,
some of them not very sanitary either in their persons
or habits, and living under most insanitary conditions,
overcrowded in dirty, unventilated garrets. Again, when
they did have an outbreak of disease in Peterhead, so
far as the authorities were concerned, it gob leave to
revel unrestrictedly. In facb, they lived and moved in
Peterhead as if there had been no such thing as a science
of public health, as if enactments for the preservation of
health had never taken place, as if these things were alto-
getherapart from them and their every. day concerns. They

as a community were not so far in the rear of their neigh.
bours in any intellectual pursuit. Why, then, should they
so linger in a matter of such vital importance ? Why should
precious lives be imperilled? Or why should bodily and
mental suffering be incurred that might have been pre.
vented ?

Insanitary Condition of Boddam.
Dr. Watt, medical officer of health for Aberdeenshire, in

a verbal report to the Public Health Committee of the
County Council on the sanitary condition of Boddam,
strongly condemns the present state of affairs in the village.
Hardly a year passed without an outbreak of scarlet fever,
and there had been a number of outbreaks of typhoid fever
within recent years. There were three causes for this:
First, the fact that since 1873, when the drains were laid,
not one of them had been flushed, and the manholes were
cleaned only once in two years. In the next place, there
was a very extraordinary deficiency in trapping; and, in
the third place, there were five huge pits of offal which
were situated most suitably for distributing their effluvia to
the houses. The fishermen would be only too pleased to
have the state of matters improved, even at a pecuniary loss.
Stonehaven was an example of improved sanitation worth
copying. Dr. Watt is hopeful of the result of the meeting
of the committee of fishermen and of the County Council.

Aberdeen Royal Infirmary : Resignation of Dr. Ogston.
At a meeting of the directors of this infirmary on April

27th the formal announcement of Dr. Ogston’s resignation
of his post of surgeon was read; also communications em.
bracing resolutions passed by the medical faculty of the
University, by the meeting of medical men held in Dr.
Ogilvie Will’s house, and by mass meetings of medical
students, all expressing their anxiety for Professor Ogston’s
withdrawal of his resignation. The hoard then received the
deputation from the meeting of medical men-namely, Dr.
Ogilvie Will, Dr. Henry Jackson, Mr. Alex. Profeit, and Dr.
Alex. MacGregor. Dr. Will read the resolutions passed at the
meeting of medical men (which were printed in THE LANCET
a fortnight ago), and thought these were not at all over.
stated. He thought Dr. Ogston’s position in the infirmary
as a practical surgeon, as a scientific man, and as a clinical
teacher could not be overestimated. Dr. Ogston was not a
man of mere local celebrity, but a man of world-wide
fame, and his attachment to the infirmary gave it a

different status from what it would otherwise occupy.
Dr. Jackson said that the directors should make every
effort to get Dr. Ogston to reconsider his resignation. The
loss of a surgeon who has made such a reputation for him-
self, and who was held in the highest esteem by his brethren
throughout the country, would, said Dr. Jackson, seriously
affect the popularity of the institution, and that would
result in financial loss. If the popularity of the infirmary
was to be maintained, they must have the very best
men on the staff, and the directors ought to do all they
possibly could to make it possible for Dr. Ogston to
withdraw bis rfsignation and resume bis duties as senior
surgeon. Mr. Profeit aiso strongly urged the directors to
do their utmost to ’retain Dr. Ogston’s services. Dr.
MacGregor remarked that while it might be a matter of
opinion whether ehe public would have the same confidence
in the institution without Dr. Ogston, it was not a

matter of opinion with the profession. It was a

matter of fact that they could not have the same

confidence in the hospital if Dr. Ogston resigned.
The chairman of directors then said they heartily concurred
in all the deputation had said, and the board unanimously
adopted the following resolution :&mdash;" The directors of Aber-
deen Royal Infirmary, fully recognising the eminent skill
and high reputation of Professor Alexander Ogston, and
the great value of his services to the hospital, have received
with deep regret his resignation as senior surgeon. The
directors sympathise most heartily in the efforts being
made to induce Dr. Ogston to reconsider his decision to
retire from infirmary duty, and they will be much gratified
to find that these efforts prove successful."

Resident Assistants.

The following gentlemen have been appointed to fill the
posts of resident assistants in the Royal Infirmarv for the
year beginning May 1st :-James Rush, M.A., M.B., C.M.;
W. R. Pirie, M.A.. M. B , C. M. ; Duncan D. Macintosh,
M.B., C.M.; and W. r2 Anderson, M.B., C.M.
May 4th.


